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was ready to prevent German expansion and rearmament. . .
and if anything was more ominous of trouble than the over-
burdening of France after 1919, it was the lack of Russian
participation in the diplomatic arrangements designed to keep
Germany disarmed.*
With the Nazi-Soviet Pact of 1939 and the Russian policy
towards Poland, Finland and the Baltic States during the first
two years of war, the triangle of diplomatic alignments turned
one way up: it became a war of revisionist powers against the
anti-revisionist. With the German attack on Russia in 1941, it
turned quickly on to its other base and became a war of satis-
fied and peace-loving powers against Fascist aggression. The
twin Anglo-Soviet and Franco-Soviet Treaties of 1942 and
1944 perpetuate that alignment, and attempt to project it far
into the future.
All judgment of French policy, all criticism of the hesitations
and fluctuations of parliamentary and national attitudes, and
of French military weakness and errors of strategy between the
two wars, must be made within the given limitations of this
broader triangle offerees. Perhaps no Foreign Minister is ever
a free agent, however secure his tenure of office and however
unanimous the parliamentary support for his policy. But in the
peculiar circumstances of European relations in these years, no
Foreign Minister of France could enjoy even the normal
amount of free agency. To her primarily, and at times alone,
was left the task of preserving the peace settlement in Europe:
the settlement on which not only her own security but the very
existence of Poland, Czechoslovakia and the other succession
states depended: and the security, too, as events were to prove,
of Britain and the United States. If she failed it was not the
failure of democracy or of the Third Republic.
But even if France could not have avoided German resur-
gence and rearmament, might she not have avoided defeat so
rapid and complete as she suffered at Germany's hands in
1940? This further and secondary question raises the issue of
responsibility for France's relative unpreparedness for modern
war which was explored in great detail at the Riom Trials of
1942. The trials—originally demanded by Germany as a device

